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Conſolation for Mourners, from the 
Doctrine of a Reſurrection, and the 
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[MARY LATHROP, e 
' Who: departed. this Life 24h | © 
September, 1778. ; 
„ Aged 35. Dp” 
| Delivered the Lord's Day after the Panera. | 
"ME. by 

Her afflicted Conſort, 1 


JOHN LATHROP. A. M. 


Paſtor of the Second 4 Church, in BOSTON. Ly 


Publiſhed at the defire g of many who heard it, its 
and the particular acquaintance of the deceaſed, 


„ Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be 
able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the: 
'* comfort Wee I ROE: are co forted of God. , 
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5 4 concerning them which Are 5 Fa _— 
PY 15 Fogg ety or i 161129 chap 


@ comjng ng he Lord, Jet not Prog thei 5 be. 
i me? arg” alle ep. 7 45 f p ö NH 
- 2 . Tu the Lord. himſelf ſhall def nd fr om 8 LON ; 
'S 11. about, ait h the voice of the archangel, aud ,t 3 
: 150 th the 77 of God: 4nd tbe dead in dee | 
55 16.8 rae: fir 24/47/66. enden h54i9h 96 ie 
T hen, we. FT are alive, and. remain, Hail, be 
% caught up. toget her with, them in the; clauds,to 
e meet the Lord in the ain el mer 
b 1 the Lord, bs, 25 2 


* Wherefort'confart on another. with th fad., 


i of + 

1 HE. introdudien of ' 1 ines, 1 op : 
Bo followed wi 

vils. Pain, and tick — b | nd; 772 


pf baue Jpread all gyer the. car 
{ 3 rer ed from Adam to the preſent day. Yeu, or 
* ons after millions have fallen before him, a 


5 ou he tad wade " = Yo a evil 
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$67 iS. 2 
e eee the 2 of errors » hath | 
made ſuch dreadful rs bi. a 0 — 1 
is devouring all before 
the grave hath never yet fai t 22 "0s 
and we muſt — 3 that — houſe which is 
appointed bleſſed be God, we 
may hope for lit — i happine in a future Rate. 
* Bleſſed be God for the 1 of d are Jeſus 
7 Chriſt, who hath abgli ought 
A U * life and immortahty to hy; Wk. throu gh 
the gaſpel.” Bleſſed. be ( ed ber ae conſolen. 
ons, which thi. Goſpel rg us Jo the oe of 


forrow and mourning. IE N 


Top Will allo me ALT 1838 the beg 

N - thoſe conſolations in my preſent affliction, and 
*while'1 am ſeeking for them in the holy Scrip- 
tures, . ſomething , perhaps may be ſug See 
which ſhall adminiſter comfort t vou, my bri 
"throw, wden in Me bone 


8 Paarixe with thoſe * Riede with whom. 
woe early ſormed the moſt important of all tem. 
pPioral connections, is extremely painful. On ſuch 
© * eccafions we need fu pport far ſnperior to What 
can be derived from an other ſource. than that 
of religion. And did we acchiſtom curve 
to meditate on the great things Which ad 
..\ brought to view in the facred be Did 
think often and ſeriouſly on the ſecond 7 
of our Lord Fefus Chrift, when be fall. raiſe 
who ſleep in the duſt, from the Fonbnement 
the grave: Did we frequently” media 
happy meetin ng which the pious ſhall then 5 
with their moſt valuable Friends ang companions: : 
Did we meditate qu the eternity of complete 
Jicity which lies before us, if we are the. hdr 
of God by faith, and now wall in 1 e 
ments — 5 dd we meditate c things, 
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own. di lation, and to that providence. 2 


ir calls us to fart“ with thoſe whom we uy. | 
25 our own ſoul. 

IF 22 the ee ee FR together in 
which ſhall paſs on ſuch of the peo- 


e 
—— 1 as ſhalt be . alive at the ſecond 
coming of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, together With 


joy forever, are important doctrines contained 
e paſſage before us; it may not be an un: 


L The dag of 2 gr refurredtion. 


cy | 
—— oy faipelfit a which fhall 1 ont 
fuch of the tag oe ſhall then be alive, 


titted to dwell forever with the Lord. 


V. The hope which the {cripthires afford vs | 


. that our pious friends, _— have fallen into the 


Deep of death, are now _ „and at the general - 


_ reſurrection” ſhall be raiſed from the eonfinement 


ot the grave, and be made completly. bleſſed fors 


ever, is excellently ſuited to'alleviate our ſorrows, 


and reconcile us to that Fovieency NR TINO | 


us to part with them. 


To theſe particulars 1 world 11 your aten 


"God: and then ' cloſe the 0 with a few. 
ferious reflections, _ 
I. Tarn, we. are to confider the certainty of # 
reſurrection. 

Tas light of nature being utterly infoltcient, 


to ſcatter the gloomy: ſhades of mortality, we are 
hol . 0 divine revelation for the 
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IV. The happineß of thoſe who all de ads 


know! cage of a reſurrection. Many of the hea. 
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tlie happineſs Which all who believe in him hall 5 1 


rgable exec for us at this time, Wann 5 
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. . Geof the trioſt learned 
the world he phibſopkers at Athrus, They 
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Fold chat böte fools exit aleth 

this 1 85 hte, and chat in a future ſtate t hey, ate 15 4 

y their judge, according t6 the f merit 

merit of their actions; however they had 5 
pecnon of being ratfed fröm the esd. Theynes 
ver limagined kent the .bodles Which - 4 
bunt to aſhes ott the funeral r yo be n 
0a ew, and raiſed up to le. Hence — — 4 
Fetched che 3 ine of the YeftirreRiol = 
aſſemblies then 7 


Mochretl. Ee Keimkef to them, às i did bene 4 
Agrippa, — 4 17 1 incredible, that | 
ſoul ode the ade 'S. 30 Ani. 153 IE 1 


on ng being. 3 ins of divine tevelatiad it 


5 wah proper for us to look into. ſome p 
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Where the doctrine pf a reſurreFtion. is hre 


iy oy elcaxeſt NF In other Places ib ü keit! 
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place where 
this doctrine is implied, before v attend to thoſe 


- paſlie@whert it taught expreſſiy.— God ſaſd 


t19-49brabam as im Bene Vii. 5. e L will: cfiabs 
If my tovenant hetween me and thee, fob an 
everlafling covenant ; to 7 1 282 these, a 


to, thy. led. After. thee,” w]:.roloate7iiv83 0 


ar this is ot 4 than the 20 0 080 ” 1 


giace, and that it e im it an r 


unance::of es geſurtgclion, our. Lord hay fur 


taugt us, as in the Xxli. of K tn d e g. yo 


dtices having me 55 the caſe 6 8 7 N 


Had dy Tied, ſeven 1 „ a 5 95 d Zb 
th ay A Vettee wife le Moder bee 5 ve feyen, i 
reſt con Akt, e anſwere em, * * 
&* err not Eno I's wage terfptetes eee 


40 touching 


i not the 


. K 9 7 
1 > God. ber in the refurredtion,” arab 


_ & marry, nor are given in the marraige, but are 
„ as the n wm God in Heaven. But as 
the reſurrection of the dead, have 16e i. 


6 not read that which 954 ſpoke unto. you. oy 
od, ſaying, I am the God of Abraham, an 
40 ry God Lane, and the God of jacob; God 4 
of the dead, but of che living. 
Our Lord an this occaſion N the Saddusss to 
that repitition of the ' covenant. which he was 
pleaſed to make unto Moſes, as Wee in gs 


third Chapter of Exodus. 3 


Tur proof of: 4 reſürrectios fol this toves . 
nant, as explained by our Lord himſelt, Who vi 


5 the author of it, lies in the promiſe. God pro- 
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miſed he would be the God of- Abraham, and E 
huis ſeed after him. am the God of Abraham „ 


and the God of Iſaae, aud the God of Jacob. 
But thoſe Patriarchs, though in covenant with 


God, were not exempted from the firoke' of 
death; they ſaw corruption and returned ta the 


duſt. However, we are t t-that God would 


dot have declared himſcif to be the God of 


Abraham and his ſeed, if he had intended to leave 
them forever under the confinement of the grave: 
* God. is not the God of the dead but of the 

living ;” therefore according to our Lord's own. - 
explanation, the dead mult be raiſed ups for 


all live unto him.“ The dead muſt be raiſed up, 


or the promiſe of the covenant could not be ful- 


_ . filled but the covenantis ordered in all things 


En Ny 


rs of the covenant, 18 therefore certain. 


Biro we leave this argument, 1 ole I 
- the great things contained in the Cove» | 


x nant of grace, are not:confined to thoſe Who! 
| be loins of 0 by ordinary 88. | 
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neration, but Fo are common to 5 bebe of 
all nations. St. Paul hath expreſsly told us, 


© the. bleſſing of Abraham hath come upon us 
Gentiles. © Chriſt hath redeemed us from the 
' . curſe of the law, being made a'curſe for us, for 
it is written, curſed i is every one that hangeth oi 


a tree : that the — * of Abraham might come | 
on the Gentiles throu Jeſus Chriſt.” | 


N 
SnovLD any now enquire, What are we to: uns 


derfland by the - bleiling of Abraham ? The anſ · 
wer, no doubt will be The bleſſin do. eee in | 


that promiſe which -God made to A 


be would be his God, and the God o Fi Poder 


ty.——As the bleſſing of Abraham, or the bleff- 
ing contained in the covenant which God made 

with Abraham, hath. come upon the Gentiles 

throu gh Jeſus Chriſt, + Toki ion is made cer. | 


1 tain oF beli- vers of all nations. 


Tur the covenant which we 1 ; 
0 the covenant which God made with 


Abraham the father of the faithful, cannot 


be underſtood as containing only temporal bleſſ- 


 Ings, is certain from the ation of St. Paul, 


that the bleſſi of Abraham hath come on the 
Genales ; but the bleſſing of Abraham had not 
then, nor hath it ſince come on the Gentiles in a 


worldly ſenſe, Gentile believers have never had 


the land ol canaan as 2 poſſeſſion, nor have they 


n . 


* 1 therefore 


— gr have reiße the promiſe which God 


made, that = 27 be the God of Abraham, 


[od of his ſced after him, which promiſe contains 


Tpiritual bleffings in Chriſt felis, and AVOID 
4 unto life 9 5 - 


Ws have been the 


longer on this 


7 7h 
| oe of 2 e 7 


covenant made with Abraham, becauſe it was by 


! 


- I 11 I: TT 
2 argument our r Lord: was leaſed to eabüm 


the doctrine, and e e ve 
denied = 


Tux diſcourſe which 1 had wich he 
| Sadduces on this ſubject ſuſſiciently proves, that 
all the heirs of the covenant ſhall be raiſed up 
from the confinement of the grave; for as God ia 
not the God of the dead but of the living, thoſe 
who — him for their God in covenant, ſhall 
F al unto him. There are other pale 
8 pture which make it equally certain 
chat the whole race of Agam ll be wien room 


. the grave. 


Ovn Lord alerted. the dodtrine 44 „ 


reſurrection in the cleareſt terms, in that dif- 


courſe which we have recorded in the v. Chap. 
of John, As the father hath life in himſelt, ſa 


| < hath he given to the ſon to have life in himlelf 


* and hath given him authority, to execute judges 
* ment alſo, N af man. * 
vel not at for the hour is com 12 


which all that are in the graves 
* . vier, and ſhall come 1 * that have = 


unte the neſurrection of life, 


« «t at have done evil unto the reſurrection of 


« damnation.” What ſolemn words are theſe !. 
They are the words of Chriſt himſelf: The Hos. 
of him who 1s the truth, and cannot deceive. He 
declares * all that are in the graves ſhall come 
forth.“ That voice which at firſt ſpake the 
uniĩverſe into exiſtencehich ſaid, © Let there 
be light, and there was light,” that fame voice 
is ſulficient to give life to the millions which are 
45 buried in the earth, —It ſhall awake the 

ering -worls. We, my brethren, ſhall | 
= it, though our fleſh may then have been 
bog n = en common * 


\ 
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Ho deeply intereſted are we in the events 
of that — 1 day, when Chriſt ſhall raiſe the 
dead! It will either be the moſt joyous, or dread- 
ful, that ever our eyes beheld, —If we are no- 
the conſcientious ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, and | * 
continue in obedience to his precepts to the end 
of life, we ſhall be raiſed up to immortal happi- 
neſs. We ſhall ſpring from the grave with a joy 
unknown- before, and all glorious, aſcend to 
meet the great Redeemer.” We ſhall be openly 
Acquitted at the final judgment. We ſhall be 
introduced to the ſociety of the bleſſed, and be- 
in our eternity of happineſs in the love of all 
Foly beings, and the uninterrupted friendſhip of 
. 


"Bur if it ſhall then appear that an of us have 3 
Hhabitually indulged ourſelves in ne N 


That we have followed the deſires of the fleſh | 
and of the mind, equally regardleſs of the divine 
Authority and the unſpeakable gface of the goſ- 

ber we ſhall be condemned before the aſſembled 
univerſe, and ſentenced to an awful perdition ; for 
our Lord hath declared, they that have done 
-,_ evil, ſhall come forth, unto the refurretiion of dani- 
SAINT Jonx had a viſion of the general reſur- Lg 
rection, as in the xx Chap. of that book which 
-,  » Cloſes the New-Teſtament, © And 1 ſaw the 
„ dead ſmall and great ſtand before God; and 
e the books were opened; and another book _ 
**- Was opened which is the book of life. And 
| de they. were judged but gf thoſe things which 
ee were written in the books, according to their 
. works. And the ſea gave up the dead which 
e were in it; and death and hell gave up the 
t ' dead which were in them; and they were 
K. Judged every man according to their warks,” 
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. ſecond coming of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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Tas dodrine op a general . is ts. 
frequently introduced, and ſo clearly expreſſed _ 
in the N ew-Teſtament, that no-one can. queſtion, 
the certainty of it, who receives thoſe TIA 
W the authority of divine inſpiration, 


"AecorpiING. o che method Propoſed, - I 


11 dly. Mention the t time when genera reſure | 
_reftion. ſaall take place. N 
Axp here we are not about to . ab what by, 
period fince the creation, or the birth of our Lor - - 
the dead ſhall be raiſediup ; ** of that day and hour © 
* knoweth no man, no not the angels of Heas 
CE ven, but the Father only.“ We can only | 
point out the time of the reſurrection, as it is 
connected with another ſolemn e VIzes Weg 


"Saint Pavi aſſerts in the paſſage beide — 
* The Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven 
« witli a/ſh6ut; with the voice of the achiandbel; + 
c“ and with the trump of God, and the dead in 
** Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. „Our Lord made fre- 
quent mention of his ſecond coming, and the 
deſign job When the Son of man ſhall come 
in his „and all his holy angels with — 
6s then Kl he ſet upon the throne of his glory. 
e And before him ſhall be gathered all nations, 
and he ſhall ſeperate them one from another, 
nas a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the goats.“ 


Wu the Son of God Hall come the MIN 
time, he will take his ſeat as the judge of the 
world. And that juſtice may be Pe e to eve 
creature, the wy and the 2 xv: ible world 1 
deliver up all t e dead that are in them. 


Im time then in which the dead ſhall be 
raiſeg up, is the ſame as that in which the S0 f 
God ſhall fummon all the numerous warde 
ny to appear * nate Ds 
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mall now, . . 


6» © ETD | 
- Ndly. To take notice of the ſurpriſing chan 
which ſhall paſs on ſuch of the people of God. 
z [hall be alive at the time of the general reſur. 
Saint PavL has let us know, the Son of man 
ſhall make his ſecond appearance at a time when 
the event ſhall not be expected. For yourſelves. 
* know. perfectly that the day of the Lord fo 
« cometh as.a thicf in the night.” Inaſmuch 
2 the inhabitants of the world in general ſhall not 
| * looking out for their Lord and Judge, we may 
ppoſe in general they will be unprepared for hia 
coming. We are aſſured the wicked ſhall be 
ruck with inexpreſſible amazement: They ſhall. 
- wall and lament when they ſhall behold the Son 
of man coming in the clouds of Heaven. Their, 
guilty conſcience ſhall condemn them, and a. 
ſenſe of their ill. deſerts anticipate the final ſen- 
tence of their Judge. | * 8 
_ Ana not only will impenitent ſinners be un-. 
+ "Prepared for the coming of the Lord, and altoge- 
ther unfit to enter into the heavenly world, but 
thoſe who have ſome ecftabliſhed principles of ho. 
lineſs, and an habitual deſire to keep the divine 
commandments, will need a great change in or- 
der to their being companions for the bleſſed a- 
bove, and fit to Swell in the immediate preſence 
of a holy God. We muſt be ſanctiſied through- 
out, in ſpirit, in ſoul and in body, before we can 
enter upon the employments of the celeſtial State. 
Our animal defires were deſigned only for the 
| preſent mode of exiſtence ; and thoſe deſires, the 
88 is free to own are now acre vicious. 
| r. very nature is corrupt; our animal propen- 
{ities are degenerated into luſts and evil al cen. 
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Tuo evil propenſities which give the true chrif- 
tlanthe greateſt uncaſincſs, and Occaſion the Ueep- 
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eſt forrows he feels'in wh preſent life, wil not 


be wholly ſubdued while Hacks. botlies — 


to be N of the holy ghoſt, are recepta 
cles of uncleanneſs. They are ſo awfully defited 


that it is neceſlary. they ſhould be intirely demos | 3 


liſhed by death, and be made anew, or that. t 


pals a change equal to that of deati and the ref. 


reftion, in order to their being fit for the b 
of God.“ Fleſh and. blood cannot: inherif 
kingdom of God. This natural or animal 
muſt be changed for a ſpiritual Body, and * 
corruptable muſt put on incorruption, before 
1 af ſpiritual body is, or hat kind of HE. 
11 . upon thoſe hb ſhall be found alive 4 
the ſecond coming of Jeſus Chriſt, we cannot ſa 
No doubt the reſurrection bodics, and the « Gu 
of thole ſaints. which ſhall be alive 8 
1 appear to Judge the world, will þ 
pects alike, —The great chan 
4 in a moment, in kde er of 5 98 * 
« the laſt trump.” 1 
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es 


=? 


Tux unwield eek which; 15 no . dif- f 


teultiy moved from place to lace, hall be chang- 
ed for a body ſuch as God pleaſe to give, 
active as the angel of bg of light ; Rtted to riſe- thre? 


185 regions of t 
ed \ with the innumerable. hoſt of Heaven. 


' Oux bodies which are now the habltations of 
diſeaſes, and are ſubject to death, after the change, 


Which we have been conſidering, ſhall have ho 9 88 | 
ſeeds of mortality within then: And what is of | 
more importance, they ſhall never harbor one . 


deſire inconſiſtent with the divine pleaſure. 

Su en 3 change is indeed defirable. | The true 
chriſtian who is how- — 15 
enemies —ſtruggling with the cotrupt 0 ties 
of his mind, and OA... with 1 


775 


e air, and meet the Lord, attend- . | 5 


with bis ſpiritual 
his Nee 5 


9 "> 


TS 1 


' tofubdue thoſe * luſt which y war aganſt the bu 1 N 
looks forward with * to ragun of the 1 


Fa, of Jeſus:Chriſt,/ The hope of being 4 
vered from this vile body, and of being furniſh. Þ} | 
de with, -fpiritnl body, vey free from utiholy {| 
„ deſires, and ſuited to the tranſporting employ- 
ments of the Ln Rate; will excite the chriſ- 
tian, at ſome ſoris, to cry, © come Lord 
Jann come 22 — pals now, 
P 4"TVthly, To conſider the happineſs of thoſe who, 
+; Lamitted to dwell for ever with the Lord. 


on Wn Ws ma a7: conreine the. happineſs. of thoſe will 
| ber o Hall be admitted to dwell forever 
| che Lad, when we conſider them wining 
oily 5 all kind of ſuffering. They hal 

feel no wants unſatisfied, no deſires ufanfwered. 
They ſhall be ſecure from every kind of afflicti- 
vn, from pain, from fickneſs and from death. 

They ſhall have no ſorrow or ſightng—Grief 
mall never ſwell their boſom.— Their eyes ſhall 
never weep with their own diſtreſſes. or in tender 
* Aympathy with others in their ſufferings, —They 
1 1 be out of the reach of all temptation, and 
means exerciſe of unholy paſſiona. 8 
| Bor Fhat we have now mentined i is only A 
mall part of the happineſs which thoſe ſhalt 2a. | 
bs Jex, who ſhall be admitted to dwell forever with 
1 The Lord. Indeed we can form but a very im- 
"Is perfect idea of their happineſs. In general how- 
„ ever we are taught, that the happineſs of thoſe 
who ſhall be admitted into = will conſiſt 
in their being like Chriſt. "Behold ſays John, in 
the IIId. Chap. of his 1ſt Epiſtle, Behold what 
24 manner of love the father hath beſtowed upon 
get us that weſhouid be called the ſons of God.— 
„ Beloved; now are we the ſons of God, and it 
% doth not yet appear what we ſhall be. But 
Wwe know that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall 
3 * r ; 
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Or bleſſed Redeemer in that ſolerrin addreſs. | 


- / Which he put up to the Father juitbetore his eructs,  . 
fiction, prayed that all who ſhould believe on him 2 
might be with him to behoid his glory. Thoſe 

/ mult be happy indeed who {hall be intirel7 free 

| from every impure delire—who ſhall be pertealy _ 
conformed to the blefled Jeius in the teniper of 


their mind; and having. their ſupreme, atfetion: 
placed en him, ſhall be admitted into his immediate 

E and be allowed to behold him fore ver iin 
Fork we may conceive, the happineſs > 

thoſe who ſhall be admitted into Heaven, will rife. 18 
from the company thex ſhall keep, from the em 

ployments they ſhall be engaged in, and from the 

certain knowledge that their employments ſhall ©” 

never end. e de na eonnul 


| 6 52 1 | | 
Wix in the preſent life, we are pleaſed with -. - _ 
| «the company and converſation of theſes u ho agree 
with us in ſentiment, and whole temper. and dif- 
- Poſition are like ovr-own' If our mind is ſerious, 
we love to converſe with the ſerious : If it is angui- 
ſitive we love to converſe: with thoſe who are able 
to in form us.—What delight then muſt we take 
bh in mingling with the: patriarchs, thoſe venerable 
fathers who firſt planted our world: - With Adam,; 
with Enoch and Noah with \braham, with Haad 
- and with Jacob—vnth the prophets; and all the 
_ faints Wuo went to Heaven, 1 5 the coming 
725 4 of our Lord | How pleaſing. muſt it be to converſe 
with the Apoſtles of jeius, and thoie who lived in 
the firſt ages of the hufch with the company. 
of martyers, and all the truly\ pions who have 
been received to Heaven fince the goipet Jiſpen- 
-- ation! Beſides thoſe pieatug acts ot worthip, it 
which the whole church oi the firit- born on high - 
will join, with one heart, and one voice, no doybt 
te pleſſed inhabitants of 8 world will pe maen 
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4s enden ton, Iod cultivate tie mott intimate 


- 


. e with each other.. 


Wulr delightful entertainment will 1 it 1 for 
ions ſouls, who have lived in every period of the 


World, to form into familiar circles, and talk over 


- what they have heard and what they have ſeen, 
in the different times and places of their pilorign- = 
age How exquiſite will be our joy when we 
Mall meet with our dear friends * connections, 
the companions of our ſoul, who have already 
gone to Heaven Perhaps they will be the firſt to 
Tecerve us on our arrival, and with the pureſt ex. 
1 of love, bid us welcome, welcome to the 
radiſe ot God, the realms of pure 3 * 
kappineſs which ſhall never be interrupted. 


How the bleſſed in Heaven ſhall be forever em · 
© ployed, we are not able particularly to ſay-: N 
- _ in ways ſuited to their benevolent diſpoſiti- 

their peculiarly advantagous circumſtances 

to honor their Redeemer, and ſerve the beſt inter- 
eſts of the univerſe. We are by no means to con- 
- fider our aq friends, Who have departed this 
Affe, as 1 They are employed, they are nobly 
employed; and perhaps we may receive unſpeak - 
able kindneſſts from them, wear: 1n the _— 
ol our p Igrimage.“ | 

Byr whatever we may fuppoſe is a4 in 
che general idea of the happineſs which the — 
ſhall enjoy in Heaven, it is eternity Which 
importance to the whole. When we view't i 
not only free from all imperfection, but pofleſſed - 


of the {rue po poſſible good, in the friendly pre- 
ſence o 


. _ _  - pany of ſaints 254 angels, and all the bleſſed above, 
Te are to conſider their happineſs will never end: 


their. glorions Redeemer, and in the com- 


Tea, it will increaſe for ever and ever. They will 


4 


IX. 1 


be conſtantly making further diſcoveries of the 
divine perfections and government: Their capa- 
cities will therefore be conſtantly inlarging, and 
. erer e e 75 be 9 full. 


_ —But we are 10 ll ir in "the. 3 wa. 
may we fay,” ** Eye hath not ſeen, nor. ear heard, 
neither hath4t entered into the heart of man to 
* conceive, che things which God ROM: Tan. 


« for them that love him.” 


N Cnsi s AN! ent en on PL bleſſednefs 
| of the heavenly world muſt excite within you bath. 
defires after that glorious ſtate. Don't you ſome- 
times with to drop this houſe of clay, this body of 
mn and death, that you may have © 2 building of 

_ God, on houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens ? Don't you wiſh to quit theſe re- 

Sions of mg. ality and guilt, that you may aſcend 
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on high, and join with the innumerable hoſts of PE 


angels, and the ſpirits of juſt made perfect in acts 


of the pureſt wWorſhip, and the moſt improving con- 
verſation ?—Be patient a little longer, and out 
ardent wiſhes ſhall be gratified: © For yet a little 


% while and he that ſhall come, will come and will 


not tarry Every pain you feel reminds you of 


r 
- 


an approaching diſlolution.— Whenever you are T2, 


called to part with a dear friend, an acquaintance, 
a pleaſant companion, you are reminded that the 
time is haſtning on when you ſhall be releaſed from 
the ſofrows, the temptations, and the labours 
of this imperfect ſtate, and be admitted into the 

355 Kingdom of your Lord. 

IIã is indeed a delightful ſubject, Ie 
how, to leave it; but i it is time for me to alk . 
attention to the, 

VPth, And laſt thing propoſed, —We are now o 

obſerve, | 

Taz hope which the ſcriptures afford us, that 


gur pious friends, who have fallen into the hes - 


of death are now happy, and at the general reſurs 
rection ſhall be raiſed from tlie confinement of the 
be made compleatly bleſſed forever, 3 
excellently Auited to alleviate. our ſorrows, and 
reconcile/ũs to that providence which calls us . 
1th them. 


think . e to wp this 7 affords me 


Fon the honor of the religion which 1 profeſs, 15 5 


; able companion. diſcoverec 
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ho ſmall comfort in my preſent afflidion.— God. 
zn his wiſe providence, hath been pleaſed to brin 


the ſhades of death Over my familiy 24 He h BR 


A taken from me, the deſire of mine eyes, with a 


te ſtroke,” —This diſpenſation of divine providence 

4s painful, far beyond any thing that I have before 

met with 3 * 
 Sucu pt you, 


the wife of your youth, who loved you ſincerely, 
and with whom you lived from the day that made 
you one, to the folemn moment when death was 


gommiſſioned, to ſeperate you, not merely in 


harmony, but with increaſing affection and eſteem 


of each other: — Who always roiced when you 
Fpejoiced, and grieved hen you were in heavineſs; 
WM! ho tothe utmoſt of her ſtrength, and even above 
her ſtrength looked to the affairs of your family, 
and watched over your tender offspring; — Who 
Fnlivened you with the unaffected chearfulneſs of 
her countenance, and made your houſe pleaſant to 


the ſtranger that viſited you, as well as to the cir- 
cle of your more intimate acquaintance : — In fine, 
who loved the exerciſes of devotion ; and wi 

great meckneſs, with a deep ſenſe of unworthineſa 
and ill-deſert hefore God, hymbly'hoped for par- 
don and eternal life, only through the merits and 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt ;—1 ſay, ſuch of you my 


prethren, as have been bleſſed with ſuch a com- 


panion, and then deprived of her by death, can 


k 


truly ſympathize with me. 


WIE I at liberty, I ſhould think myſelf bound, 


mot only from affection to the dead, but a hope of 
promoting the good of the living, to inform you 
more particularly, What fer of mind, my late agres 


cloſe of her life, but ſhe forbad me. 1 hope 1 ſhall not 


tranſgrels her, orders, as I am tyre 1.hall got the 


- bounds of truth, when I ſay,—ſhe ſupported 
under aflictions, ſome of which were of a peculiarly 


© trying nature, with uncommon patience, —Undep 


my brethren; as have been bleſſed. 
with @ prudent, diſcreet and amiable companion, 


, eſpecially towards the 
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her long weaknefs; in 1 
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calmneſs ; and often ſaid, the did not with to re- 


cover health, and be expoſed again to the tempta. 0 
tions of this evit world, unleſs it were to honor her 
Lord and Redeemer, more than ever the had 


done. 


Sven was the profeſſion of religion which ue 


made, when her mind was ſeriouſiy impreſſed, and 
tuch the conduct of her life, that I derive great 


conſolation from the hope that the is now hap - 
Py : And that after the reſurrection, we ſhall meet 


again, and be allowed to partake together of that 


perfect felicitywhich ſhall then be confirmed to the | 
ers of the promiſe. May you my dear friends, 
receive like conſolation, When called to part 


with thoſe you love! 


ry 
— 
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Nor nix can be more exactly ſuited to afford 


comfort when we are bereaved of pious friends. 
than the aſſurance of a reſurrection, when we hope 


to meet them under every poſſible advantage for 


improyement in friendſhip, and the pureſt enjoy- 


ment, never more to part. Had we a clear ſenſe of 


this important doctrine upon our mind, we ſhould 
almoſt wiſh to hear the trumph of God, and ice 


— 


the dead ariſe. 


* 


Ax expectation of meeting with thoſe of ous 
Friends, who we have reaſon to think are gone be- 


fore us into heaven, ſhould certainly calm our 


mind, in the day of affliction, and ſerve to reconcile 
ps to that providence which calls us to part with 
Pak e r 


them. | 


Soyxtt refledtians from what hath been ſaid, ſhall : 


cloſe the diſcourſe- . 1 
Wnar bleflings do we find contained in the 


covenant of grace An conſequence of the firſt 


tranſgreſſion, the whole race of Adam became ex- 


Poſed to the ſentence of death. Duſt we. are, and | 
eato-duſt we muſt return. The body which ip 
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diſtreſs, never was a murmuring word heard from 
her lips. She viewed her diſſolurion coming on wih 
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' now delieately fed, and treated with the utmoſt 
._ Xenderneſs, muſt ere long turn 'to.corruption,— + 
Our friends however fond of us, at preſent, will 
nd them ſelves under the ſad neceſſity of burying 
us out of their fight, We may all fay with Job, *The 
ave is mine houſe, | have made my bed in the 
darkneſs I have {aid to corruption thon art my 
father, and to the worm, thou art my mother 
and my ſiſter.“ - But however gloomy this lan- 
gauze may be, however univerſal the empire of 
death has been, the goſpel gives us aſſurance of a 
reſurrection : a reſurrection is ſecured in the 1 
0 covenant of grace : It is purchaſed by Jeſus Chriſt: 
It is ſettled ia the divine conftitution ; and the | 
- believer - may expect itwith as much ' confi. 

- "dence as any of the bleſſings promiſed in the 
goſpel.—· Thedoctrine of a reſurrection is exceeding 
comfortable. Why fhould the believer fear death, 

when he is, aſſured that Jeſus Chriſt. hach conquered 
5 that laſt enemy, and brough life and immortalitʒ J 
do light by the goſpel! Why ſhould the believer 
| fear deat , when he is aſſured by him who hath 
the keys of the inviſible world that there ſhall be a, 
lorious reſurrection !. Why ſhould the people of 
God be terrified and made unhappy. m their 
mind becauſe theſe corruptable bodics muſt ere 
long turn to the duſt, fince they have a promiſe 
of Piritual bodies in their place! Certainly they 
can be no loſers dy ſuch an exchange —lt is a 
want of faith which occaſions us to ſhudder at th 
3 thought of being unclothed, ſince there is full aſ- 
In ſurance given in the holy, ſcriptures, that at the 
freſurrection the true believer _ ſhall be clothed 
upon greatly to his advantage. e 
Bor let it be remembered the unſpeakable 
| dleſlings,, which we have been. conſidering belong 
to none but thoſe who truly believe on the Son of 
| God: None may plead a right to the bleflings- / 
contained in the covenant of grace, but ſuch as - 
_ believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and humbly ſub - 
mit to him as their Redeemer, -—In proportion ts 
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the evidence which our departed friends have leſt 
us that they were ſincere believers in the bleſſ- 
ed Jeſus, . will gur hope be, that they are no, 
happy, and that their reſurrectipn will be glorious. 
And in proportion to che evidence Which we 
are able to collect, that we are believerꝭ, will be the 
ſtrength of our hope with reſpect to ourſelves. 
Ir us then look into our Heart and amine 
it with care. It 18 of great importance that we 
obtain ſome god degree of ſatisfaction with re-. 
ſpect to our moral ftate. It is of great importance . 


to our preſent comfort, but we ſhalt find it un. 


ſpeakably more ſo, as we draw towards the cloſe 
of life. - How could we endure the thought of _ 
dying, if we had no good hope towards God! 
How could we bear to think of paſſing into an 
eternal world, if, upon examination, we could find 
no good reaſon to conclude, that we are, by faith, 

beirs of the covenant bf promiſe! There is no ſight 


more ſhocking, than that of a poor mortal, dying 


under a ſenſe of guilt ; Going out of the preſent 
ſtate without any good reaſon to hope for accep- 
tance with God. - How dreadful to enter the eternal 
World, without one ray of the divine countenence 
rtoenlighten the paſſage l How, dreadful to. think of 
appearing before a judge, whoſe authority we 
| have ſlighted 
all our days! Ipray God, none of us may feel this 
pain ! And that we may be ſecure from ſuch 
dreadful apprehenſions ; let us humble ourſelves 
before that glorious being whom we have offeng- 
ad hy our tranſgreffions.---Let us fincerely repent 
of all our ſins, and chearfully comply with the re- 


- 


quiſitions of the goſpel. - - . 
Bur to conclude ; If any of us upon ſerious 
examination, find reaſon to determine, that we 
are intereſted in the promiſes of the covenant of 
grace, then let us honor our divine maſter, not 
only by a general compliance with the intimations 
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ef his will, but by gratefully receiving that con- 
ſolation which his religion affords. Let us ſubs 
mit to the-calamities of this Life, with calmneſs 
and reſignation of ſoul, praying that we may learn 
obedienec by the things that we fuffer.—Let us 
endeavor to riſe above the fear of death. —Let- us 
accuſtom ourſelves to look inte the inviſible world, 
aſſiſted by that light wluch the goſpel affords. 
Let us look forward to the reſurrection with joy, 
when we expect to ſee. our Lord in glory, and 
meet with all our precious friends who have al- 
ready gone to Heaven. Let us endeavor to have 
our mind conſtantly imprefled with this great, this 
moſt animating doctrine, T he reſurrection of tbe 
dead. And when he who is the believer's life 
ſhall appear, God grant we may appear with him 
in glory; and may an enterance be miniflred 
„ unto us abundantly into his everlaſting king- 
dom, and ſo may we be ever with the LORD.“ 
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